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18 (Monday) – 20 (Wednesday) January 2027 
 
www.saarmste.org/conferences 
 
 
SAARMSTE 2027 Research Writing Clinic: 21 (Thursday) – 22 (Friday) January 2027 
Following the Annual Conference, the SAARMSTE 2027 Writing Clinic provides an opportunity to develop draft manuscripts and/or short papers into articles for journal submission. The Chief Editor of AJRMSTE facilitates the Writing Clinic together with members of the Editorial Team. 
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The association’s main objectives are, according to its constitution, the advancement of research in mathematics, science and technology education (MSTE) in Southern Africa to:  
· promote research to improve and develop programmes in response to current and future needs, 
· build an open forum for debate encompassing different mathematics, science and technology education research paradigms; and  
· foster a sense of community among researchers. 
 
The Annual SAARMSTE Conference is an important vehicle for addressing these objectives. 
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“Harnessing Local Contexts for Effective STEM Education to Drive Sustainable Development”
The 2027 Conference provides a forum for participants to present research and engage in thought-provoking discussion and debate that highlights: 
· Harnessing local Contexts: Using local environments, cultures, or resources to 
       our advantage,
· For Effective STEM Education: To improve science, technology, engineering  
       and mathematics learning,
· To drive Sustainable Development: Aiming to support long-term environmental, 
       social and economic growth.

SAARMSTE 2027 aims to promote the integration of local knowledge, resources, and real-life community contexts into STEM education in order to make learning more relevant, practical, and capable of equipping learners with skills and innovations that contribute to sustainable development.
[bookmark: _Toc236054802]CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  
The proposed outline of the 2027 Conference Programme comprises: 
 
1. Academic programme comprising reviewed and accepted conference papers within the research of MSTE. 
 
2. Invited plenary speakers  

Professor Mellony Graven is a full Professor and the South African Numeracy Chair at Rhodes University (since 2011). She received an NRF B rating in 2021. Her research approach is grounded in the realities of classrooms, teachers and teacher educators across Southern Africa and other contexts of majority marginalisation of mathematics learners. Her approach has been conceptualised as straddling “in-class intervention and scholarly research, and blending them in a seemingly effortless flow of strategic and positive initiatives…Her chair has received rave reviews from independent mid-term evaluators… This is a researcher that you will find running a family Maths Fun Day in a community hall one day and engaging with the world’s top intellectuals on the topic the next.” Her passion for equity necessitates keeping research grounded while speaking to national and regional policy and international platforms 

Julie A. Luft is a University of Georgia Distinguished Research Professor and the Athletic Association Professor of Science and Mathematics Education, in the Mary Frances Early College of Education in Athens, Georgia, USA. She is a former science teacher and is still in classrooms today - working with teachers. As a teacher educator, she is focused on supporting teachers throughout their professional careers. Working alongside preservice teachers, she ensures they build foundational knowledge and instructional practices. Newly hired teachers, which is her research interest, experience carefully configured professional learning settings. Experienced teachers are partners in building consequential professional learning programs. These working relationships have resulted in over 200 articles, books, and chapters. Currently, she is co-editing the second edition of the Handbook of Research on Science Teacher Education. She frequently presents this work both nationally and internationally. In the field of science education, she has received numerous awards for her teaching, research, and leadership. This includes being a fellow of the National Science Teaching Association, American Association for the Advancement of Science, and American Education Research Association. In 2024, she was honoured with the Distinguished Contributions to Research Award by the National Association of Research in Science Teaching. She is currently the Education Section Chair of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Professor Umesh Ramnarain is Director of the Centre for Advanced Learning Technologies in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (CALTSTEAM) research centre at the University of Johannesburg, South Africa.  His research is highly impactful and has been published in high-ranking journals within his discipline in Education. He is associate editor of the Q1 journal, Research in Science Education, and has served on the editorial board of the Journal of Research in Science Teaching. He is currently a B-rated researcher by the National Research Foundation (NRF). He is the recipient of the NRF’s prestigious Champion of Research Capacity Development and Transformation Award. He is a member of the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSAf) and a Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences. 

Invited Co-Chairs and experts in MSTE are chosen to lead and facilitate 60- to 90-minute programme sessions on papers with a similar theme (i.e., themed sessions) using an interactive model. 
 
3. Delegate access to pre-loaded paper presentations for review before the conference programme sessions. 
4. Social programme – includes: 
a. Welcome Reception and Cocktails on the 1st evening;  
b. Gala Dinner on the 3rd evening with SAARMSTE Awards, SAARMSTE Choir and traditional dance;
c. Presentation for the 2028 Conference. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054803]PAPER SUBMISSIONS – CLOSED
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	NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
	Date 

	First Announcement and Call for Papers  
	21st April 2026 

	Second Announcement 
	July 2026 


 
	PAPER SUBMISSION DETAILS AND DEADLINES: 
	 

	Deadline for submission of all papers for review 
	In Process 

	Symposium/roundtable, short papers, snapshots, and poster papers sent for review 
	July 2026 

	Long papers sent to designated reviewers 
	July 2026 

	Reviewed feedback of symposia/roundtable, short, snapshot, and poster papers sent to authors   
	 August 2026 

	Long paper review feedback to LOC through the Executive 
	14th August 2026 

	All review feedback to the long paper authors 
	24th August 2026 

	Submission of reworked long papers and/or extended short papers 
	30th September 2026


 
	REGISTRATION, CONFERENCE PROGRAMME, WRITING CLINIC: 
	 

	Online registration opens 
	  7th September 2026 

	Payment of registration fees by *See note below 
	28th November 2026 

	Provisional programme released to presenters  
	14th November 2026 

	The final programme released to presenters and the public 
	2nd December 2026 

	Presentation uploads by 
	30th November 2026 

	Application for the post-conference Writing Clinic by 
	30th October 2026 


  
Note* If final arrangements for payment of registration fees are not processed by 28th November 2026, the paper(s) of those concerned will NOT be included in the conference programme. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc236054805]SAARMSTE COMMITTEES 2025-2027 
SAARMSTE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

	President 
	Dr Qetelo Moloi 
	Tshwane University of Technology   

	Past President  
	Dr Million Chauraya
	Midlands State University, Zimbabwe 

	Secretary/Treasurer 
	Dr Tulsi Morar
	Nelson Mandela University

	Chapter Representatives 
	Ms Martha Aimwata
	International University of Management, Namibia

	 
	Prof Clement Simuja                         
	Rhodes University               

	AJRMSTE Editor 
	Dr Angela Stott
	University of the Free State 

	Research Capacity 
Building Chair 
Social Media 
	Dr Tarryn Lovemore
 
Dr Bongani Ndlovu
	 Rhodes University               
 
University of KwaZulu-Natal 


 
	Secretariat (ex officio): 
	Ms Carolyn Stevenson-Milln 
	SAARMSTE 


	 
	 	 
	


SAARMSTE LOCAL CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE (LOC) 2026 - 2027 

	Conference Chair 	 Conference Secretary  
	Dr   Luchembe Denis                     
	Mukuba University  

	and Registrations 	 
	Dr   Kwaleyela Kwaleyela  
	Mukuba University 

	Fundraising Chair 
	Dr   Nkoya Shadreck
	Examinations of Zambia 

	Programme Chair 	 
	Dr   Nachiunde Kabunga	 
	University of Zambia 

	Logistics Chair  	 
 
 
	Dr   Antony Bwalya 	 
	University of Zambia 


 
	SAARMSTE Secretariat 
	        	Ms Carolyn Stevenson-Milln SAARMSTE 


 
PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
 
Programme Chair 	 	        Dr Nachiunde Kabunga                    University of Zambia  
Mathematics Coordinator    Dr Nkata Bentry 	                              University of Zambia 
Science Coordinator             Dr Chama Sarah 	                               Mukuba University 
Technology Coordinator      Dr Kangwa Evaristo                         Mukuba University  

	SAARMSTE Secretariat 
	        	                               Ms Carolyn Stevenson-Milln  
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Electronic documents of all paper presentations are compiled from accepted long and short papers, snapshots, posters, symposia, and panel discussions. (Note that short papers are NOT fully peer reviewed and thus do not attract subsidy). 
 
An electronic copy entitled ‘Long Papers/Proceedings’ (compiled from all accepted long papers) includes an ISBN, publication date, and review procedures. Long papers are FULLY peer-reviewed and may be eligible for a DHET subsidy. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054807]SAARMSTE 2027 WRITING CLINIC 
 
Facilitated by the Chief Editor of AJRMSTE together with members of the Editorial Team.   
For accepted conference short papers, the writing clinic offers the opportunity for feedback and the development of a journal article for the African Journal of Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education (AJRMSTE) or other recommended and accredited journals in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education. 
The programme is facilitated over two days, when engagement in individual and group activities is designed to improve writing skills. 
Participation in the Writing Clinic includes pre-conference preparation (submission, admission and feedback).  
· Apply online through: https://www.saarmste.org/conference/ 
· Follow up with a DRAFT PAPER of at least 5000 words to the SAARMSTE Secretariat (saarmste@gmail.com)  
· The deadline for the application and the submission of the draft paper is 15 October 2026.  
NB: Spaces in the Writing Clinic are limited.    
[bookmark: _Toc236054808]FINANCIAL SUPPORT / BURSARY 
Six bursaries may be available to assist delegates whose institutions do not provide financial support and who, under such circumstances, would not otherwise be able to participate in the conference. The SAARMSTE bursary covers conference registration fees. The delegate must cover any additional costs. The following criteria apply:   
· The applicant must be attending the SAARMSTE conference for the first time,  
· The applicant must present an accepted paper (either a short paper or a long paper),  
· The applicant must be the first author of the paper and must be the presenting author,  
· The applicant must be unable to obtain funding from their institution, and  
· The applicant’s supervisor should support the application. 
 For those who may be interested in applying for a SAARMSTE bursary, kindly complete the application form online at: https://www.saarmste.org/conference/#docs2  
The final date to apply for SAARMSTE Financial Support is 30 October 2026. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054809]SAARMSTE AWARDS 
Two awards may be awarded during the Annual Conference.  These are:  

[bookmark: _Toc236054810]1. EARLY CAREER PUBLICATION AWARD  
For an emerging published researcher in the early part of their career on a remarkable and excellent report in the African Journal of Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education (AJRMSTE). 
 Eligibility   
Only candidates who satisfy the following criteria may be considered. The candidate should:  
· be a current SAARMSTE member, 
· have attained a PhD degree five or fewer years before the forthcoming conference, 
· have published an outstanding research paper in AJRMSTE during the year preceding the relevant SAARMSTE Conference, and 
· either be the sole or main author of the paper concerned. 
 
Judging  
The award is made based on: 
· Evidence that the paper makes a significant, relevant and original contribution to the field of Mathematics, Science or Technology Education.  
· The evidence is assessed by interrogating the quality of the qualifying papers identified and the process of the paper development. 
· The AJRMSTE Editorial Team proposes suitably qualified candidates for the SAARMSTE Early Career Publication Award, for ratification by SAARMSTE’s Executive Committee.  
  
Awards are not necessarily given on an annual basis. They are awarded only where candidates are considered deserving of the award. The decision of the SAARMSTE Executive Committee is final.  
  
Acknowledgement: The above award criteria are adapted from the MERGA Early Career Research Award.  
[bookmark: _Toc236054811]2. EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO SAARMSTE  
This award is in acknowledgement of a SAARMSTE member who is found to have made a substantive contribution to a range of SAARMSTE activities and to SAARMSTE as an organisation. 
Nominations for the Exceptional Service to SAARMSTE award should be accompanied by a letter of motivation and sent to the Association Secretariat at: saarmste@gmail.com.  The deadline for nominations is 30 October 2026. 
 


[bookmark: _Toc236054812]CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 
Researchers interested in attending the 2027 SAARMSTE Conference, together with accepted paper authors and/or presenters, should register online at www.saarmste.org/conference. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054813]FEES & PAYMENT 
 
REGISTRATION FEES 
There are two levels of registration fees: 
1) Full Conference Registration (3 days) | R5 990.00 Includes: 
· One-year membership fee to SAARMSTE 
· Daily lunches and morning/afternoon teas 
· Welcome social event (Monday 18th January 2027) 
 
2) Daily Registration | R2 750.00 per day Includes: 
· Daily lunches and morning/afternoon teas 
 
GALA DINNER FEES 
The Gala Dinner (Wednesday 20th January 2027) incurs an additional amount of R480.00 per person.  
 
PAYMENT 
Once you have registered online, you will be invoiced and provided with details of the methods of payment.  These details include South African bank account details for bank transfers and/or EFT deposits. 
 
Kindly note that credit card and/or PayPal facilities are not available. Registration fees paid from outside South Africa must include bank transfer charges.  
Please note that when processing payment, please include the delegate’s name and/or invoice number. 
 
CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION 
The following cancellation penalties apply: 
· Before 30 October 2026:  	 	 	 	Full refund 
· Between 31 October and 14 December 2026:           40% refund 
· After14 December 2026:  	 	 	 	No refund 
 
Refunds will be paid into the account from which the original registration fee emanated. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054814]ACCOMMODATION, AIRPORT, AND TRANSPORT INFORMATION 
[bookmark: _Toc236054815]ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation is not included in the SAARMSTE Conference Registration fee.  Delegates are requested to make their own arrangements for bookings and payment with the supplier of their choice. See some listed accommodation outlets (Appendix 1), which are situated near the Conference venue, i.e. the University of Zambia—Great East Road Campus, situated on the Great East Road in Lusaka.
Further information may be found on: https://www.booking.com  
Note: The Conference organisers provide teas/coffees and lunches during the conference programme, in addition to finger eats on the first welcome evening.  The Gala Dinner/Awards evening, on the third night, is an additional fee of R480.00 per person.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc236054816]INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
The closest commercial airport is Kenneth Kaunda International Airport in Lusaka. The driving distance between Kenneth Kaunda International Airport and the University of Zambia is approximately 19km and would take approximately 30 minutes by car (depending on the time of day). 
 

[bookmark: _Toc236054817]TRANSPORTATION
Private taxis are available at the Airport. The charges into Lusaka vary considerably. The practical method of transport to Lusaka is by Yango (the equivalent to Uber).

Car Hire or taxi transfers can be booked through Lusaka Airport. https://airportstaxitransfers.com/carrentals 
Alternatively, some Hotels provide a pick-up from the Airport or lift back to the Airport. 

APPENDIX 1 – ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS 
Accommodation options for conference participants are categorized according to cost. 
All details and booking of hotels can be found online through Booking.com  
	Category
	Accommodation Facility
	Cost (ZMW)
	USD 
	ZAR

	High Cost
	Taj Pamodzi Hotel
	1,800
	99.9
	1,651

	
	Waterfalls Hotel
	1,900
	105.4
	1,743

	
	Radisson Blu Hotel
	3,510
	150.4
	2,486

	
	Grand Palace Hotel (https://grandpalace.co.zm/)
	2,096
	116.3
	1,923

	
	Cargo88 Hotel (https://cargo88-hotel.com/)
	1,800
	  99.9
	1,651

	
	Asmara Hotel (https://www.asmarahotelzm.com/
	1,700
	
	1,700

	Medium Cost
	
Suncity Hotel 
Nomads Court
	1,600
1,000
	
55.5
	1,600
917

	
	Four Pillars Lodge
	1,200
	66.6
	1,101

	
	Chamba Valley Exotic Hotel
	1,020
	56.6
	935

	
	Mika Lodge
	1,132
	62.8
	1,039

	
	JBH Hotel
	1,200
	66.6
	1,101

	
Low Cost
	
UNZA Graduate School of Business (GSB)
	
500
	
27.7
	
459

	
	Natwange Backpackers
	550
	30.5
	505

	
	Verdi Lodge
	509
	28.2
	467

	
	Foxdale Lodge
	800
	44.4
	734



ZMW and ZAR values are approximate and subject to exchange rate fluctuations. 
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